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Pbctracts  f i-om  thj  raomorantium,  "EFFORTS  PUR  PEACE'S 
by  AyAStARC  KOIX)Vy.t  pp.  lOA-105. - - - - 

On  tlic  China  Incident 

1.  prior  to  my  organizing  the  Cabinet,  I  had  repeated  conferences 
>4th  tte  Chinese' A,*.os.-dor  eccredltod  to  Jspen  end  had  exerted  u^rsolf  for  the 
-'djhcticent  of  Sine- Jap enooc  rdetions  end  offered  ny  coed,  offices  to  the  Go 
ruoit,  belnr,  conrinced  that  Japan  and  China  must  bo  eternal  friend,  and  that 
Japan  mist  help  Chieng  Kai-shek  in  his  wrk  of  unifying  China. 

2.  Bvet  a  clash  should  occur  between  Japan  and  China  aeon  after  w 
rcraing  a  Cabinet,  therefore,  *ia  farthest  from  my  true  vdshca.  Accordin^y, 

I  left  no  atone  irnfmed  in  order  to  sr.vo  the  altaation  baaed  upon  the 
■n'luciple  of  local  settlement  aid  of  prevenUns  the  ipreadlng  of  the  trouble. 

Coneeming  this  situation,'  three  facts  muot  be  remembered. 

(1)  The  JapaiXiSe  Gorernmont,  far  from  taking  a  resolution  to  start 

warfare  against  Chinn,  did  its  utmost  to  provmit  it. 

(2)  nr,  military  itself,  although  it  piopoaed  the  sending  of  troop. 

to  China  for  the  p-ot.etion  of  the  life  and  propirUr  of  Japanese  residents,  al¬ 
ways  assured  that  it  firmly  held  to  the  principle  of  non-aggrandisemait  and' 

local  scttlcmait. 

(3)  The  results  of  w  efforts  to  oscortein  the  policy  of  the  milito- 

toward  China  revealed  that  at  least  as  far  as  its  leaders  were  concerned,  theii 

policy  was  not  lundamentallv  different  from  that  of  the  Coveniment.  Consequon 

I  C'-Jifc  to  the  conclusion  not  that  the  Covomment  lackod  the  power  to  check  the 

under  the  Constitution,  the  Government  and  the  miUtary  coranand  ar 
military  --  uiiuw* 

Mtu,aly  independent  -  but  rather  that  the  mUltary  Isadora  themsolvea  were 
unable  to  comaand  the  'ahole  military. 
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3.  As  the  non-aggrandizemont  policy  thus  grew  gradually  untenable 
rjt’  especially  v/hen  the  wr  spread  to  Shanghai,  I  canw  to  think  of  a  resigna¬ 
tion  of  the  entire  Cabinet  to  answer  fer  its  responsibility,  as  well  as  to 
show  that  it  was  contrary  to  its  will.  Actually,  wo  gave  the  matter  of  resigna¬ 
tion  Surioiis  consideration.  However,  what  would  have  been  the  results  of  the 
rcsignc'.tion?  Is  it*  conceivable  that  the  elements  that  really  led  the  military, 
be  they  the  junior  officers  or  the  troops  on  the  spot,  should  have  been  moved 
to  reflect  and  to  come  to  act  toward  the  settlement  of  the  disturbed  situation? 
VVbuld  there  not  have  been  a  possibility  that  they  would  have  set  up  a  puppet 
government  and  have  led  Japan  further  in  a  wrrong  direction? 

I  felt  it  my  mission,  avoiding  at  all  costs  further  to  infuriate  the 
military,  to  try  all  available  means  to  check  than,  and  did  my  utmost 
r.ccordingly, 

*  It  was  also  to  this  end  that  I  exerted  ray  utmost  to  aid  the  come-back 

of  the  KODO  (Loyalist)  faction.  This  effort'  of  mine  was  checked  by  the  military 
l.c'ii'erc  md  by  certain  factions  in  the  Imperial  Court, 

This  being  the  case,  I  sincerely  regret  that  I  failed  to  check  the 
military  due  to  my  lack  of  ability,  and  at  tiic  same  time  I  feel  a  keen  sense 
cf  responsibility.  But  I  cannot  sutrait  myself  to  an  accusation  that  I,  in  any 
sense,  approved  or  suppoi’tcd  armed  invasion  of  China, 

If  I  ora  charged  with  war  crime  for  the  former  reason,  I  have  nothing 
to  se**;  but  I  am  firmly  convinced  of  ny  innocenco  if  for  the  latter  reason. 
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